
Hitchcock County Board of Commissioners 

 

       Trenton, Nebraska 

       October 6, 2025   

   

     A meeting of the County Board of Commissioners of Hitchcock County, Nebraska was held 

at the Hitchcock County Courthouse Commissioner’s Room, 229 East D Street, Trenton, 

Nebraska on Monday the 6th day of October 2025 commencing at 9:00 o’clock a.m.  Present 

were Chair Paul Nichols, Commissioners Christopher Baker and Ron Wertz and County Clerk 

Margaret Pollmann.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication on 

October 2nd, 2025 in Scoop Media News, the designated method for giving notice.  Board 

agendas are posted on the County’s website www.hitchcockcounty.ne.gov.  Notice of the 

meeting was given to the Chair and all members of the Board.  All proceedings hereafter shown 

were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.  The Open 

Meetings Act was available for review and Chair indicated the location of such copy in the room 

where the meeting was being held.                            

 

     Chair Nichols called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.    

 

     Member Nichols moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following items: 

Approval of the October 6th, 2025 agenda and approval of the September 15th, 2025 meeting 

minutes.  Member Wertz seconded the motion and after consideration a roll call vote was had as 

follows:  Wertz, Yes; Nichols, Yes; Baker, Yes.  Motion carried. 

 

   Member Baker moved to approve the following claims.  Member Wertz seconded the motion 

and after consideration, a roll call vote was had as follows:  Nichols, Yes; Wertz, Yes; Baker, 

Yes. Motion carried.   

    

     GENERAL FUND: 

General Fund Payroll --------------------------------------------------------------- $25,540.07 

Applied Connective Technologies, IT services --------------------------------- $  3,112.65 

Baleigh Abbott, mileage/communications -------------------------------------- $       43.33 

Bud’s Tire Repair, Inc., repair --------------------------------------------------- $     299.95 

Capital One, supply ---------------------------------------------------------------- $  1,378.63 

Community 1st Bank, FICA/OASI/Fed. ---------------------------------------- $  7,833.96 

Kimberly Cook, mileage/communications ------------------------------------- $       94.67 

Culbertson Public Library, budgeted funds ------------------------------------ $     100.00 

D&S Hardware, repair ------------------------------------------------------------- $       96.48 

Justin M. Daake, ct. appt. counsel ----------------------------------------------- $     712.50 

DAS State Accounting-Central Finance, data process. ----------------------- $     150.00 

Dollar General, supply ------------------------------------------------------------- $       73.20 

Domestic Abuse/Sexual Assault Services, budgeted funds ------------------- $  3,400.00 

Eakes Office Solutions, supply/lease equip. ----------------------------------- $     670.38 

Goodwin Siegfried, LLC, ct. appt. counsel ------------------------------------- $       56.25 

Hampton Inn & Suites, lodging -------------------------------------------------- $     321.00 

Hitch & Hay Public Transit, budgeted funds ---------------------------------- $  6,000.00 

Hitchcock Co. Court, costs ------------------------------------------------------- $       17.00 

Karrie Jones, mileage ------------------------------------------------------------- $       61.60 

Linda Kerchal, mileage ----------------------------------------------------------- $       53.20 

Med. Air Service Assoc. B2B, suppl. ins. -------------------------------------- $       12.50 

McCook Humane Society, budgeted funds ------------------------------------ $     500.00 

Mid American Research Chemical, supply ------------------------------------ $     328.86 

Midwest Special Services, Inc., prisoner transport --------------------------- $     462.50 

MIPS, Inc., data process. --------------------------------------------------------- $  2,106.11 

Mousel Brooks Schneider Mustion & Shifflet, ct. appt. counsel ----------- $     306.50 

NACO, registrations --------------------------------------------------------------- $       85.00 

NE Co. Court Assoc., dues -------------------------------------------------------- $         5.00 

NE Dept. Rev., state employment tax ------------------------------------------- $  1,271.77 

Paul Nichols, mileage ------------------------------------------------------------- $     291.20 

Planning Commission per diem/mileage 9-17-25 meeting ------------------- $       94.00 

Point C, deductible funding ------------------------------------------------------- $  8,000.00 

Police Officers’ Assoc. of NE, book --------------------------------------------- $       14.00 
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Margaret Pollmann, mileage ------------------------------------------------------ $     142.80 

Prairies Plans CASA, budgeted funds ------------------------------------------- $  3,000.00 

Quill Corp., supply ----------------------------------------------------------------- $     546.70 

Retirement Plans Division Ameritas, retirement ------------------------------ $  3,779.97 

Robert Scott, meals/mileage ------------------------------------------------------ $     327.83 

Secretary of State, registration --------------------------------------------------- $       60.00 

SW Public Power, utility ---------------------------------------------------------- $       45.11 

Ashley K. Spahn, ct. appt. counsel ----------------------------------------------- $     675.00 

Stratton Public Library, budgeted funds ---------------------------------------- $     100.00 

Trenton Public Library, budgeted funds ----------------------------------------- $     100.00 

US Bank, uniforms ----------------------------------------------------------------- $     195.31 

Ryan R. Wilcox, public defender contract -------------------------------------- $  4,000.00 

Christopher Baker, mileage ------------------------------------------------------- $     281.40 

 

    ROAD FUND: 

Road Fund Payroll ------------------------------------------------------------------ $20,214.88 

American Electric McCook, supply --------------------------------------------- $     299.00 

Bud’s Tire Repair, Inc., repair ---------------------------------------------------- $     235.00 

Capital One, repair/supply --------------------------------------------------------- $     174.75 

Community 1st Bank, FICA/OASI/Fed. ----------------------------------------- $  5,693.01 

Hauxwell Pump & Supply, Inc., repair ------------------------------------------ $     497.00 

Modern Farm Equipment, repair ------------------------------------------------- $     138.30 

Lakeside Sand & Gravel, gravel -------------------------------------------------- $11,955.99 

Mead Truck Repair LLC, repair -------------------------------------------------- $     606.90 

NE Dept. Rev., state employment tax ------------------------------------------- $     906.46 

Powerplan JD Financial, repair/oil ----------------------------------------------- $  4,144.19 

Quality Irrigation, repair ---------------------------------------------------------- $     639.20 

Retirement Plans Division Ameritas, retirement ------------------------------ $  2,924.51 

SW Public Power, utility --------------------------------------------------------- $       40.47 

Tita Machinery, repair ------------------------------------------------------------- $  2,076.75 

US Bank, repair -------------------------------------------------------------------- $       45.94 

Village of Trenton, utility --------------------------------------------------------- $     139.18 

 

     REGISTER OF DEEDS P&M FUND: 

Applied Connective Technologies, equip. install ------------------------------ $     640.00 

MIPS, Inc., data process. ---------------------------------------------------------- $     264.94 

 

     TRIBAL CONSISTENCY FUND: 

O’Brien Electric, Inc., 423 East 3rd Project – wiring ------------------------- $  8,733.54 

 

     The Board acknowledged receipt of a surplus affidavit from the Extension office for one 

office chair.   

 

     Member Wertz moved to approve the application to occupy county road right of way filed by 

Great Plains Communications in Section 2, Township 2, Range 34, Hitchcock County, NE.  

Member Nichols seconded the motion and after consideration, a roll call vote was had as 

follows:  Baker, Yes; Wertz, Yes; Nichols, Yes.  Motion carried.   

 

     Member Baker moved to direct Chair to execute the Family Resources, Inc. “Services 

Agreement” by and between Family Resources, Inc. and Hitchcock County, Nebraska.  Member 

Wertz seconded the motion and after consideration a roll call vote was had as follows:  Baker, 

Yes; Wertz, Yes; Nichols, Yes.  Motion carried.  

      

     Attorney D. Eugene Garner and Zoning Administrator Mike Erickson joined the meeting.    

 

     Mike Hesser joined the meeting via phone conference for discussion on re-designation of a 

minimum maintenance road.   

 

     Erin Arensdorf, Director and Torey Franzen, Choices Program Supervisor with West Central 

Nebraska Area Agency on Aging joined the meeting and advised as to services offered by the 

agency.       

 



     Patron Ron Bauer inquired as to who was responsible for cleaning up debris from flood 

damage on Road #722 and discussion was held.   

 

     Sheriff Ryan King joined the meeting.   A public hearing was held pursuant to NEB. REV. 

STAT. §77-1719.02.  Chair Nichols opened the public hearing pursuant to said statute at 10:30 

a.m. this date.  Sheriff King advised that the distress warrants have been collected and returns 

were done.  He informed the Board that he was unaware of the time line for returning distress 

warrants and filing a report with the treasurer.  Treasurer Jackie Drain confirmed that the distress 

warrants delivered to the Sheriff in November 2024 have been collected.  Attorney Garner 

advised as to procedures relating to distress warrants.  Chair asked for comments from any other 

individuals.  There being none, Chair closed the public hearing at 10:38 a.m. this date.    

     

     Member Baker moved to remove from the table an item tabled on June 16, 2025, regarding 

the Application For Conditional Use filed by Brandon Flannery on behalf of MB Club, LLC for 

a data center located on part of the SE¼ of Section 4, Township 1 North, Range 33 West, 

Hitchcock County, Nebraska.  Member Wertz seconded the motion and after consideration a roll 

call vote was had as follows:  Nichols, Yes; Wertz, Yes; Baker, Yes.  Motion carried.   

 

     The Board received a copy of a signed Notice of Impact Easement by and between Charlotte 

Hrnchir and Benjamin Logan, Vice President of MB Club LLC.    

        

     Member Nichols offered Resolution #25-19 and moved for its’ adoption.  Member Baker 

seconded the motion and after consideration the roll was called thereupon and the following 

members voted in favor of the motion:  Nichols, Wertz, and Baker.  Said resolution having been 

consented to by a majority of all members elected to said County Board, was by the Chair 

declared passed and adopted.  A true, correct and complete copy of said resolution is on file in 

the office of the County Clerk and on the County’s website www.hitchcockcounty.ne.gov.  

 

RESOLUTION #25-19 

 

WHEREAS, the Hitchcock County Board of Commissioners having held a public meeting on 

June 16th, 2025, for the purpose of reviewing the Application for Conditional Use filed Brandon 

Flannery on behalf of MB Club LLC for a data center on part of the SE¼ of Section 4, Township 

1 North, Range 33 West, Hitchcock County, Nebraska and after review and research of said 

application, to act to approve or disapprove the same; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Hitchcock County Board of Commissioners having held a public hearing on 

June 16th, 2025, for the purpose of hearing said application and for hearing comments thereon 

from the public in attendance and to receive information and documents, in relation thereto; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Notice of said Public Hearing was published in Scoop Media News on June 5th, 

2025; and  

 

WHEREAS, a copy of the notice of said Public Hearing was duly mailed on May 23rd, 2025 by 

U.S. Mail, proper first-class postage prepaid, to applicant Brandon Flannery on behalf of MB 

Club LLC, adjacent land owners and interested parties as evidenced by the Certificate of Service 

on file in the office of the Hitchcock County Clerk; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Hitchcock County Board of Commissioners have received the recommendation 

of the Hitchcock County Planning Commission recommending that said application be approved 

with conditions specified therein; and 

 

WHEREAS the Hitchcock County Board of Commissioners, having found that the requested 

conditional use of said land is consistent with the Hitchcock County Comprehensive Plan and 

may be permitted as a conditional use in the AG-G General Agricultural District pursuant to 

section 501.06(10) of the Zoning Resolution of Hitchcock County, Nebraska, on the following 

conditions/exceptions, to wit: 

CONDITION(S):    

1. Refer to Staff Report relating to conditional use application #02-2025, submitted by 

Michael Erickson, Hitchcock County Zoning Administrator, attached hereto as “Exhibit 

C” and incorporated herein by this reference;  
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2. An impact easement is required from owners of residence(s) located within one mile of 

the Crypto Mining Facility;  

3. The applicant shall file for the proper zoning permit(s) and pay the appropriate zoning 

permit fees.   

 

EXCEPTION(S):  None 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has received a signed Notice of Impact Easement from Ms. Hrnchir and 

MB Club, LLC.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Conditional Use filed by Brandon Flannery 

on behalf of MB Club LLC for a data center on part of the SE¼ of Section 4, Township 1 North, 

Range 33 West, Hitchcock County, Nebraska on the conditions and exceptions, if any, set forth 

hereinbefore be approved. 

  

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 6th day of October, 2025 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Paul Nichols, Chair 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________ 

Margaret M. Pollmann, Hitchcock Co. Clerk 

 

VOTING FOR THE MOTION:  Wertz, Nichols and Baker 

VOTING AGAINST THE MOTION:  None 

ABSTAINING:  None 

ABSENT:  None 

      

     Member Wertz moved to recess the regular meeting at 11:20 a.m. and to reconvene at 1:00 

p.m. at the Trenton Community Development Commission (T.C.D.C) building, 402 East 1st 

Street in Trenton.  Member Baker seconded the motion and after consideration a roll call vote 

was has as follows:  Wertz, Yes; Baker, Yes; Nichols, Yes.  Motion carried.     

 

     Chair re-opened the regular meeting at 1:05 p.m. this date at 402 East 1st Street in Trenton, 

Nebraska (T.C.D.C.) building.  The Open Meetings Act was available for review and Chair 

indicated the location of such copy in the room where the meeting was being held. 

 

     Chair recessed the regular meeting at 1:06 p.m. to enter into the public hearing for the 

purpose of hearing the applicant and all comments thereon from the public in attendance and to 

receive evidence regarding the Amended Application for Conditional Use submitted by Shane 

Rippen for an open feedlot confined animal feeding operation with aerobic waste handling 

facility, Category A Class III in Part of the W½ of the SE¼ Section 4, Township 3 North, Range 

31 West, Hitchcock County, Nebraska.   

 

     Those present, Chair Nichols, Commissioners Baker and Wertz, County Clerk Pollmann, 

Attorney Garner and Zoning Administrator Erickson.  Also present, applicant Shane Rippen, 

Travis Kasperson, and Attorney Steve Mossman. 

 

     Applicant Shane Rippen introduced himself and Travis Casperson with SETTJE Agri-Service 

& Engineering, Inc.  A power point presentation was given by Mr. Casperson.                         

 

     Attorney Steve Mossman offered Exhibit “M” Settje Agri-Services & Engineering, Inc. 

power point presentation of this date.  Mr. Mossman addressed the Board regarding the timing of 

Mr. Rippen’s application in relation to subsequent building permit issued by the Village of 

Culbertson and the prior actions of the Hitchcock County Planning Commission recommending 

approval of Mr. Rippen’s application.  Mr. Mossman further summarized Mr. Rippen’s 

application referring to 501.06 A through J and L through N of zoning regulations and requested 

the Board to find that the requirements of said section had been met and therefore Mr. Rippen’s 

application shall be approved.   

 



     Commissioner Baker inquired of the applicant regarding 501.06 (1) (M) due to the subject 

property being located on a road classified by Hitchcock County as minimum maintenance and 

discussion held regarding the cost to bring the road up to county standards pursuant to said 

regulation.   Discussion held regarding the width of the county road right of way, the same being 

on a section line.   Attorney Garner indicated that he is unaware of anything documentation 

evidencing road right of way less than 66’ at that location.     

 

     Commissioner Nichols inquired about the Frenchman Valley Irrigation District lateral at that 

location and discussion held regarding necessity of an agreement with the irrigation district.   

 

     Chair Nichols asked if there were any comments from proponents of the application.  Those 

speaking: Francis Friehe, Shaun Kircher, Brad Friehe, Ted Rippen, Lance Manker.    

 

     Chair Nichols asked if there were any comments from the opponents of the application: 

Sherry Moorhous, Sam Eldridge, Robin Lomax, Joy Farr, Deb Huss, Jeff Huss, Ron Bauer. 

 

     Chair inquired if there were any comments from a neutral position.    There were none.   

 

     Chair inquired if there were any other documents to offer and if there were any further 

comments. 

 

     The following Exhibits were received:   

Exhibit “A” Hitchcock County Clerk’s Certificate of Service dated May 8th, 2025 relating to  

  Notice of Public Hearing being mailed to the applicant, adjacent land owners and  

  public entity.   

Exhibit “B”     Zoning Administrator Mike Erickson’s Staff Report regarding the Amended 

Application for Conditional Use Application #1-2025. 

Exhibit “C” Application for Conditional Use filed by Shane Rippen and received by Zoning 

Administrator on 4-10-25    

Exhibit “C-1” Settje Agri-Services & Engineering, Inc. power point presentation of May 21st, 

2025 

Exhibit “D” Zoning Ordinance of the City of Culbertson, Nebraska (No ordinance number on 

document) 

Exhibit “E”  gWorks Map dated 5-21-25  

Exhibit “F’ Inputs for the Calculation of Separation Distances – Odor Control 

Exhibit “G”  Mark, Sherry and Connor Moorhouse letter dated 5-21-25 

Exhibit “H” Russell Berndt letter (not dated) 

Exhibit “I” Jake Koebel letter (not dated) 

Exhibit “J” Kent D. Grafel letter dated 5-21-25 

Exhibit “K” Brian and Amanda Warren letter dated 5-16-25 

Exhibit “L” M&A Consulting Engineers, PC survey - Village of Culbertson E.T.J. Location 

for the SE ¼ Section 4-T3N-R31W 

Exhibit “M” Settje Agri-Services & Engineering, Inc. power point presentation of October 6, 

2025 

Exhibit “N” Mark and Sherry Moorhous letter dated 10-6-25 

Exhibit “O” Google print out:  The impact of livestock on air quality pdf (Robin Lomax)  

Exhibit “P” Hitchcock County Planning Commission 7-23-25 minutes 

Exhibit “Q” Hitchcock County Planning Commission 8-1-25 minutes 

Exhibit “R” Hitchcock County Clerk’s Certificate of Service dated September 19, 2025 

relating to Notice of Public Hearing being mailed to the applicant, adjacent land 

owners and public entity.   

Exhibit “S” Resolution/Recommendation of the Hitchcock County Planning Commission 

dated August 1, 2025. 

Exhibit “T” Alana Hoyt letter (not dated) 

 

           In rebuttal, attorney Steve Mossman again stated that the applicant has followed all required 

regulations.  Applicant Rippen stated that he will maintain the road entering the proposed 

location and in response to statements that the project be moved to a different location, Mr. 

Rippen stated that the concerns would still exist it would just be different people. 

   

     The following individuals made additional comments in opposition to the application: Sam 

Eldredge, Ron Bauer, Sherry Moorhous, Jeff Huss, Vicky Bauer  



 

     Chair Nichols inquired of the applicant regarding each of the specific item(s) #2 (a) - (k) of 

the application for conditional use filed by Mr. Rippen.  Discussion held regarding the same.    

Commissioner Wertz inquired regarding the proposed location of any load out facility, office, 

and/or feed storage facilities. Discussion held regarding the same.    

 

     Chair closed the public hearing at 3:13 p.m. this date and the public meeting that was 

previously recessed was re-opened.  

 

     Further discussion held regarding location of load out facility/buildings, and how zoning 

jurisdiction over the subject property is divided between the County and the Village of 

Culbertson.    

 

     Discussion had regarding the Transitional Development section of the comprehensive plan.  

 

     Chair Nichols stated that he believes the application is incomplete noting item(s) #2 (a), (e), 

(f), and (g) of the application for conditional use.   

 

     Motion by Wertz to find that the application as amended is inconsistent with the 

comprehensive pursuant to the Transitional Development section, (pages 132 through 134).  The 

motion was seconded by Baker and after discussion/consideration a roll call vote was had as 

follows:  Baker, Yes; Wertz, Yes; Nichols, Yes.  Motion carried.     

 

     Motion by Wertz to disapprove the amended application for conditional use filed by Shane 

Rippen for an open feed lot confined feeding operation with an aerobic waste handling facility 

category A Class III in part of Section 4-3-31.  Member Nichols seconded the motion and after 

discussion/consideration a roll call vote was had as follows:  Nichols, Yes; Baker, Yes; Wertz, 

Yes.  Motion carried.     

 

     Member Baker moved to find that there was no willful neglect of duty on the part of the 

sheriff pertaining to collection of distress warrants and that it be ordered that the Sheriff be 

absolved from any liability for failure to collect such distress warrants pursuant to NEB. REV. 

STAT. 77-1719.02.  Member Nichols seconded the motion and after consideration/discussion a 

roll call vote was had as follows:  Baker, Yes; Nichols, Yes; Wertz, Yes.  Motion carried.  

 

     Member Baker moved to adjourn at 3:36 p.m. Member Nichols seconded the motion and the 

roll was called as follows:  Nichols, Yes; Baker, Yes; Wertz, Yes.  Motion carried.  

   

      

_______________________________ 

ATTEST:     Paul Nichols, Chair 

      Hitchcock County Board of Commissioners 

_______________________________  

Margaret M. Pollmann, County Clerk     


