
Hitchcock County Board of Commissioners 

 

       Trenton, Nebraska 

       October 9, 2025   

   

     A meeting of the County Board of Commissioners of Hitchcock County, Nebraska was held 

at the Hitchcock County Courthouse Commissioner’s Room, 229 East D Street, Trenton, 

Nebraska on Thursday the 9th day of October 2025 commencing at 8:45 o’clock a.m.  Present 

were Chair Paul Nichols, Commissioners Christopher Baker and Ron Wertz and County Clerk 

Margaret Pollmann.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication on 

October 7th, 2025 in the McCook Gazette, the designated method for giving notice.  Board 

agendas are posted on the County’s website www.hitchcockcounty.ne.gov.  Notice of the 

meeting was given to the Chair and all members of the Board.  All proceedings hereafter shown 

were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.  The Open 

Meetings Act was available for review and Chair indicated the location of such copy in the room 

where the meeting was being held.                            

 

     Chair Nichols called the meeting to order at 8:46 a.m.    

 

     Member Baker moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following items: 

Approval of the October 9th, 2025 agenda and approval of the October 6th, 2025 meeting 

minutes.  Member Nichols seconded the motion and after consideration a roll call vote was had 

as follows:  Baker, Yes; Wertz, Yes; Nichols, Yes.  Motion carried. 

 

   Attorney D. Eugene Garner and Zoning Administrator Mike Erickson joined the meeting.  Also 

present Shane Rippen, Sherry Moorhous, Sam Eldredge, Jason Fredrick, Vicki Bauer and Joy 

Farr.  

 

     Attorney Garner advised that Section 1007 of the Hitchcock County Zoning Regulations 

requires that a written statement specifying the reasons for the disapproval be provided to the 

applicant within 7 calendar days of the date of disapproval.  Further Attorney Garner advised the 

Board could proceed by either amending the October 6, 2025 motion disapproving the amended 

application so as to include the reasons for disapproval or reconsidering that motion.  The 

minutes of the October 6, 2025 meeting were reviewed.   

    

     Member Wertz moved to reconsider the motion disapproving the amended application made 

and carried on October 6, 2025.  Member Baker seconded the motion and after 

consideration/discussion a roll call vote was had:  Nichols, Yes; Wertz, Yes; Baker, Yes.  Motion 

carried.  

  

     Member Nichols moved to find that the Amended Application for Conditional Use is not 

consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and that it be disapproved and further that the amended 

application for conditional use was not filled out completely referencing item(s) 2 (a), (e), (f) & 

(g).   Member Wertz seconded the motion.  During discussion/consideration Attorney Garner 

recommended a separate motion be made finding specifically that the amended application was 

incomplete and specify those reasons.  

 

     Member Wertz moved to amend the previous motion as follows:  to find that the amended 

application is incomplete in that the information required by Item(s) 2(a), (e), (f) & (g) were not 

included.  Member Baker seconded the motion and after discussion/consideration a roll call vote 

was had as follows:  Baker, Yes; Nichols; Yes; Wertz Yes.  Motion carried.   

 

    Discussion and consideration on the motion as amended to find that the amended application 

is incomplete in that the information required by Item(s) 2(a), (e), (f) & (g) were not included, 

and a roll call vote had as follows:  Wertz, Yes; Baker, Yes; Nichols, Yes.  Motion as amended 

carried.   

 

    Member Wertz moved to disapprove the Amended Application for Conditional Use filed by 

Shane Rippen for an open feed lot confined feeding operation with an aerobic waste handling 

facility category A Class III in part of Section 4-3-31 for the following reasons: that it is 

inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan as previously found, and that the Amended 

Application is incomplete as previously found, specifically and including with regard to item(s) 

http://www.hitchcockcounty.ne.gov/


2(a), (e), (f) & (g).  Member Baker seconded the motion and after consideration/discussion a roll 

call vote was had as follows:  Nichols, Yes; Baker, Yes; Wertz, Yes.  Motion carried. 

 

     Attorney Garner again advised that pursuant to Section 1007 of the Zoning Regulations, the 

Board has to give notice of the disapproval with the reasons therefore to Mr. Rippen within 7 

days of today’s date.    

 

     Member Baker moved to direct chair to execute a written statement specifying the reasons for 

the disapproval to Mr. Rippen within 7 calendar days by certified mail.  Member Wertz seconded 

the motion and after consideration/discussion a roll call vote was had as follows:  Wertz, Yes; 

Baker, Yes; Nichols, Yes.  Motion carried.      

 

     Member Wertz moved to adjourn at 9:34 a.m. and to meet for the next regular meeting on 

Monday, October 20th, 2025.  Member Nichols seconded the motion and the roll was called as 

follows:  Nichols, Yes; Baker, Yes; Wertz, Yes.  Motion carried.     

      

_______________________________ 

ATTEST:     Paul Nichols, Chair 

      Hitchcock County Board of Commissioners 

_______________________________  

Margaret M. Pollmann, County Clerk     


